RUS2102 DOSTOEVSKY, TOLSTOY AND THEIR AGE

MIDTERM PREPARATION SHEET

The midterm will comprise the following parts.

1. Identification question

You will be asked to identify and comment on three passages from the works we have read so far in this course. (30%). One page answers.

2. Identification question

You will be asked to identify two characters from the works we have read so far, commenting on their role in the work in question. (20%) One page answers.
3. Longer essay-type question

You will be given a choice between two of the following questions for a longer two-three page answer.

a) Compare Hermann and Raskolnikov as characters and their roles in the respective works. 

b) Discuss the image of St Petersburg evoked in any two of the works we have read.

c) Who or what is, in your opinion, the main hero of The Overcoat. Justify your choice. 

d) Discuss the role of the dream in either Queen of Spades or Crime and Punishment. 

e) Discuss the title of any of the works we have read. Explain its significance for the work as a whole. 

f) Discuss three significant motifs in Crime and Punishment. What do you think is their possible meaning and role in the overall structure of the novel?

g) Discuss the hero’s relationship to his father in First Love.

h) Discuss the function of the character Svidrigailov in Crime and Punishment.  
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