
ECO2142: Macroeconomic Theory I
Mid-Term Exam (05/11/04)

University of Ottawa
Professor: Louis Hotte

Time allowed: 1h 20min

Attention: Graphics and equations should be accompanied with short and precise comments; it is
often the only way to make a difference between a calculation mistake and deficient comprehension.
However, comments that have nothing to do with the question will be interpreted as a lack of
understanding.

The exam is marked on 100 points. This questionnaire has 1 page. GOOD LUCK!

A. (60 points) Economic Policy in an Open Economy: The IS Model

A country’s open economy is presently suffering from a slowdown and its government would like
to boost its output level. Its trade is presently perfectly balanced, that is, the trade surplus is zero.

You have just graduated successfully from the economics program at U of Ottawa and the
president of that country hires you to explain to him on how to go about increasing the output.
The only condition that he imposes is that the proposed policy does not turn the trade balance
into a trade deficit. (NB This question refers to chapter 7. Therefore, it must be answered within
the framework of the IS model only.)

(a) (20 points) Explain to the president, with the use of graphic(s), why trade is presently
balanced. (NB Make sure that each curve is well identified by its corresponding equation but do
not explain the equations and do not explain why output is too low.)

Balanced trade means that exports (X) are equal to imports (εQ): X = εQ. Defin-
ing net exports as NX = X(Y ∗, ε) − εQ(Y, ε), the present output level is such that
NX = 0, as seen on the graphic A2 (ignore the dotted curves for now). On graphic
A1, this corresponds to the point where the domestic demand for goods (curve
DD) is equal to the total demand for domestic goods (curve ZZ). Those curves
are defined as:

DD : Z = C(Y − T ) + I(Y, i) + G

ZZ : Z = C(Y − T ) + I(Y, i) + G− εQ(Y, ε) + X(Y ∗, ε)

(b) (20 points) Propose your policy and explain how it works with the use of graphics.
The policy that I would propose is to depreciate the real exchange rate (∆+ε).

By the Marshall-Lerner condition, net exports will increase: both the NX and ZZ
curves shift up. In the new equilibrium at point A’, the output level has increased
while the trade balance is now positive.
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(c) (10 points) Suppose now that the main trading partners of this economy are also suffering
from the same economic slowdown. Explain, in words only, how it would facilitate matters if
you could coordinate your policy with that of those trading partners.

Since one country’s real depreciation is another’s real appreciation, all coun-
tries cannot simultaneously depreciate their currencies. Hence, the solution pro-
posed above, while possible for one country alone, cannot be used by all trading
partners at the same time. One solution would be for all countries to simulta-
neously increase their level of public spending. With proper coordination, this
will boost output in all countries without any effect on their respective trade
balances. Indeed, the negative effect on the trade balance that an increase in
domestic public spending can have is compensated for by the positive effect of an
increase in foreign public spending because it increases foreign output.

(d) (10 points) Is the coordinated policy often used in real life? Why?
Countries seldom coordinate their policies in practice. One reason is that their

economic situations are usually so different that they don’t agree on who should
do what sacrifice. Another reason is that once other countries agree to increase
their public spending, each country has an incentive not to do so; each will try to
free-ride on the others. Moreover, those agreements are quite difficult to monitor
and enforce.

B. (40 points) Economic Policy in a Closed Economy: The IS-LM Model

In 1993, a new government was elected in Canada that inherited a difficult macroeconomic
situation: low GDP growth, high unemployment, and a large budget deficit. Explain, with the
help of graphics, what the government did to improve on that situation. (NB Assume a closed
economy.)

In order to reduce the deficit, the government decided to reduce its spending
(∆−G) and/or increase taxes (∆+T ). On the IS-model graph B1, we see that this
has the undesirable effect of further reducing output, and thus growth, as the
ZZ curve shifts down (new equilibrium at point A′).

ZZ : Z = C(Y − T ) + I(Y, i) + G

So in order to attenuate those adverse effects on output, the CB (Bank of
Canada) decided to increase the supply of money (∆+M), that is, reduce inter-
est rates (∆−i). This shifts the ZZ curve back up since investment I(Y, i) depends
negatively on interest rates.

The combined effects are summarized in the IS-LM graphic B2. Initially, the
economy is at point A. ∆−G and/or ∆+T shifts the IS curve to the left, thus
reducing output (point A′). ∆+M means that for any output level Y , interest
rates are lower: the LM curve shifts down (point A′′). This way, it is possible to
lower the budget deficit without causing a more severe recession. It seems that
this policy mix worked well in Canada in the 1990’s.


