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RUS2104 RUSSIAN CINEMA

A study of the evolution of Russian and Soviet cinema from the 1920s to the present day. Study of selected films and directors. Screenings in Russian with English subtitles.
Professor Douglas Clayton
PROFESSOR’S CONTACT INFORMATION

Office:  70 Laurier (Arts Building), room 108.  

Tel.  562-5800, extension 3765. 

E-mail: Douglas.Clayton@uottawa.ca

Office hours: 

Monday 1:30 p.m. - 2.30 p.m.;  

Thursday 3:00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.; 

or by appointment
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

This course covers the evolution of Russian and Soviet cinema from pre-revolutionary film and the experimental work of the 1920s through Socialist Realism, to the late Soviet and post-Soviet periods.. By the end of the course you should have a grasp of the evolution of Russian/Soviet cinema and have the skills and background knowledge to analyze the content and background of Russian films on an elementary level. 

TEACHING METHODS

This is a lecture/discussion type course. Generally films will be seen in clips with class discussion and analysis afterward. Students may be called on to give brief class presentations.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. One short "response paper" (approx. 1000 words): 15%
An short analysis of some aspect of a Russian/Soviet film: narrative, formal and technical aspects, character, plot or ideological content, to be chosen by the student with the approval of the professor. No research required. Due date: September 29th.

2. Mid-term exam: 20%
Identification quiz concerning films, names and events discussed in class, plus two short essay-type questions. 
Date: October 31st.

3. Term paper (approx. 2000 words): 25%
Analysis of an aspect of one or several Russian films on the list (not including the films chosen for the response paper). A bibliography page citing at least three academic secondary sources is required. Due date: November 21st. 
3. Final exam: 30%
Identification and interpretation of one or several short film clips or stills, plus two essay-type questions from a list provided at the end of the course.
4. Short in-class presentations and contribution to discussions: 10%.
LATE ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments submitted past their due date lose 5% of the grade each day; work submitted more than four days late will not be accepted and the grade will be zero, unless the student presents a medical certificate along with the paper. 

PLAGIARISM AND IMPROPER CITATION

Plagiarism constitutes serious academic fraud, and the penalties vary from grading the assignment as zero to expulsion from the university.  To avoid committing plagiarism, please read the University of Ottawa guidelines at http://www.uottawa.ca/plagiarism
ATTENDANCE
Course attendance is required, and students are responsible for all material and information presented in all the courses. Moreover, you are expected to be familiar with the material under discussion and to participate actively in the class work. Students who do not respect this requirement may be excluded from the final exam. 

REQUIRED READINGS AND FILM VIEWINGS 

Course package of background reading materials available at the 
Laurier Office Mart, 226 Laurier Avenue E 

Recommended: Birgit Beumers, A History of Russian Cinema
Students will view eight complete films outside the classroom:
Sergei Eisenstein, Battleship Potemkin
Dziga Vertov, Man with a Movie Camera
Sergei Eisenstein, Ivan the Terrible, I & II
Mikhail Kalatozov, The Cranes are Flying
Andrei Tarkovsky, Andrei Rublev
Vasily Pichul, Little Vera
Nikita Mikhalkov, Burnt by the Sun
Aleksandr Sokurov, Russian Ark
CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES AND TOPICS - AUTUMN 2011 
Monday 11:30-13:00    Thursday 13:00-14:30
	September

08   Introduction: Reading Russian film. 
12   Film in pre-revolutionary Russia 
15   Evgeny Bauer.
19   Avant-garde film in the 1920s: Pudovkin
22   Eisenstein's Potemkin*** 

       Reading : Wollen (Course packet )
26   Sergei Eisenstein Potemkin
29   Dziga Vertov's Man with Movie-Camera
       Response paper due

October

03 Dziga Vertov's Man with Movie-Camera
06 “Life as it should be”: Socialist realism and early Soviet comedies
13 Eisenstein's Ivan the Terrible 
17 Eisenstein's Ivan the Terrible 
20 Eisenstein's Ivan the Terrible.
31 Mid-term exam
November

03 The Thaw: Kalatozov's Cranes Are Flying
*** Reading : Woll (Course packet )
07 Tarkovsky's Andrei Rublev 
*** Reading: Andrei Rublev (Course packet)
10 Tarkovsky's Andrei Rublev
14 The popular industry – cartoons and comedies
17 Perestroika and the liberation of film: Paradzhanov 
***Reading: Liberation and Decay (Course packet) 
21 Telling it like it is: Vasily Pichul, Little Vera, 1988.
Term paper due
24 Russian film after 1991: Mikhalkov's Burnt by the Sun
28 Mikhalkov's Burnt by the Sun. 

December

01 Rethinking the post-Soviet Russian hero: Alexei Balabanov’s films
05 Another man with a movie-camera: Sokurov's Russian Ark
07 Russian film today.



For a more detailed description of the course, visit the course website at:

http://aix1.uottawa.ca/~jdclayt/rus2104_welcome.htm

